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The information suffers from a serious time lag problem. 
Families are generally reluctant to report disappearances 
to outside organizations^ such as the Embassy or the FDD 
until several months have passed. 

The high-December, 1977 Embassy disappearance figure reflects 
reports which only the Embassy received from the United 
Nations High Commission on Refugees local office of the 
disappearance of 16 Uruguayan refugees living in Buenos 
Aires. 


Despite these limitations, the statistics indicate a. definite downtrend 
in reported disappearances. The sharp dip in October and November, 1977 
prior to Secretary Vance’s visit is of interest, but not conclusive. 

The relatively good fit between the curves indicates that the Embassy is 
receiving comparable information to that of a well-known local human 
rights organization.. 
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— The information suffers from a serious time lag problem. 

Families are generally reluctant to report disappearances 
to outside organizations, such as the Embassy or the FDD 
until several months have passed. 

— The high December, 1977 Embassy disappearance figure reflects 
reports which only the Embassy received from the United 
Nations High Commission on Refugees local office of the 
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